British Gymnastics policies on the “General Principles concerning the use of Photographs or Recorded Images”, “Photography at Events” and “Use of Video as an aid to Coaching” contained in paragraphs 3.4 to 3.6 of the 

British Gymnastics’ Child Protection Policy as revised in July 2008.

3.4
General Principles concerning the use of Photographs or Recorded Images

Implicit within the British Gymnastics policies and procedures for the protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults is the commitment to ensure that all publications and media represent participants appropriately and with due respect.  It is not the intention of British Gymnastics to prevent parents from taking pictures of their children, gymnasts of their friends or enthusiasts of the sport of gymnastics but rather to ensure that photographic practices are carefully managed and effective prevention measures in place to deter anyone with undesirable intentions from taking and publishing inappropriate images.

•
A photograph, video clip or other image of a gymnast should not be published whether in print or electronically (e.g. on a website) without written consent from the gymnast concerned (or in the case of a child from their parent or guardian), and personal information of the individual, other than their name and their club, should not accompany the image.  Particular provisions apply in connection to photography at public events such as competitions and displays (para 3.5 below). 

•
While some editing of images is acceptable, images taken of gymnasts should not be modified, merged or manipulated in a way which might cause embarrassment or distress to the subject or cause the final image to be inappropriate.

•
Care must be taken to ensure that images of children who are under a court order are not recorded or published without permission.

•
Simultaneous “live” streaming of images onto a website is forbidden.  Only pre-recorded and edited material should be made available after any inappropriate images have been edited or deleted.  

•
Those creating or administering websites should carefully monitor their content to eliminate the use of inappropriate images or improper text (see BG Health, Safety and Welfare Policy for additional guidance).  

•
Any instance of the use or publication of inappropriate images of gymnasts should be reported to British Gymnastics who may then inform the appropriate authorities.

•
Clubs are recommended to introduce a consent form, ideally as part of the  process applied when a gymnast joins the club, concerning  the taking of images for training purposes (para 3.6 below).

3.5 Photography at Gymnastic Events

Young people (or their parent/carer on their behalf) have an interest in making choices about the use of their image. However, this has to be balanced against the ability of an event organiser to manage photographic controls and the interests of those wishing to take photographs of the sport  Gymnastics events such as competitions and displays are held in a public arena.  Photographers, both amateur and professional, will be present at such events organised by British Gymnastics and at most events of this nature organised by registered clubs or affiliated organisations.  It is important that participants are aware that images may be taken and may be published by British Gymnastics, by professional photographers accredited by BG and by registered clubs or affiliated associations in accordance with the principles contained in this policy.  

British Gymnastics competition entry forms will contain an informed consent statement, that by entering for the event, there is acceptance that the child/participant may be photographed.  When entering the event, the participant acknowledges and accepts that photographs or other recording of his/her image may be taken.  Where someone other than gymnast or their parent or guardian completes entry forms, the person completing the form is undertaking that they have authority to do so.  Organisations registered with or affiliated to British Gymnastics should make equivalent arrangements.

British Gymnastics does not wish to discourage the use of video or photographic equipment at events for appropriate use, but we will take all reasonable precautions to protect our members against the possible inappropriate use of films or photographic images. British Gymnastics has therefore developed Photography Regulations (which are pulished on the BG website), which require those organising gymnastic events to regulate the taking of photographs and apply, as a minimum, the BG Conditions for Photography at Gymnastic Events. 

Training sessions within Clubs or at other gymnastic venues are not normally public events at which participants would reasonably expect to be photographed.  It is the responsibility of the senior coach present in a gym or other venue to regulate the taking of photos in this environment and photos should not be taken without their permission.  Coaches giving permission should apply, with any necessary adaptations, the same principles underlying the conditions applicable to photography in other circumstances. In training situations/events where it is possible to control the individuals who are photographed or appear in material that is intended for publication, informed consent should be sought ideally prior to the event and must be obtained prior to publication. 

If the event organiser/welfare officer or their representative suspects inappropriate photography or filming, they should exercise their powers under the Conditions to request the person to leave the venue and to surrender any film or delete any images relating to the event.  Any person present at an event who has any concerns about any images being taken by any person should bring them to the attention of the competition organiser or other designated person.

Additional provisions and accreditation procedures are in force regulating the taking of photographs for commercial use or for publication.

3.6
USE OF VIDEO AS AN AID TO COACHING

The use of video equipment can be a valuable aid to coaching.  The guidelines below should be implemented to safeguard against inappropriate practice.

•
Ensure that the performers and their parent/carer are aware of the purpose of the filming as a coaching aid.

•
Ensure that the person designated for participants’ welfare and one other responsible and approved adult is present to ensure that performers are protected against inappropriate filming.

•
Care should be taken to securely store the video materials to avoid inappropriate usage.

