	[image: image1.png]
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Issue No.16 November 2007



	I first wrote this newsletter in September, but never got round to completing it, ‘cos we’ve been so busy!  So, you’re getting an extra long newsletter this time.  It’s been an eventful 6 months since the last one, with so much happening and so little time to fit it all in.  Here’s a quick summary for you.

	Manor College Competition - June

	Big congratulations to the small contingent of NightFlyers who went along to the first grading competition ever held at Manor Sports College.  Niki led the team with a convincing first place and a qualifying score in the over 17 grade 4s, while Cameron secured a deserved 2nd place for his performance in the under 11 grade sixes.  Becky returned to competition after her protracted injury problems to take 3rd place and a qualifying score, even without a vol!  Also finishing 3rd with a qualifying score was Jessica.

Harry came away with another trophy for his mantelpiece, (which got dropped shortly afterwards!)  Finally on the podium, Bethany picked up an excellent 3rd place - only missing 2nd in the tie break.  Meanwhile, Jade and Chris just missed the medals with 4th places, Bethan finished a commendable 8th out of 23 in her class and Olivia did really well in her first ever competition to come in 10th out of 20 entrants.  

	Coaches, Judges and Helpers

	So, why weren’t Helen & I at the Manor comp?  We were on a level 3 coaching course, for which we both took the exam in September.  I’m pleased to say that we both passed, so now we’re allowed to start coaching shaped summies, baranis, crash dives, ballouts and codies on our own.  This should make life a bit simpler for Toni, as we’re then allowed to cover the odd competition and session that she can’t get to.  It also means the Monday sessions can progress beyond a grade 5 set routine.
We’ve also got a few of the older members taking their Assistant Coach courses over the next couple of weeks, so that will all help to provide more coaching at club and recreational sessions.
In June I passed my County Judging exam, so I can be the grade 2 competition official that we have to supply if more than one of you qualifies!
Finally, many thanks to the parents have been helping out at competitions recently.

	Fundraising

	We’ve had a successful few months on the fundraising stakes.  By far the biggest thank you must go to Ken, who completed his mammoth walk in August and raised a tremendous £400 for the club.  You may have noticed the new push-in mats that we have been able to get!  We also did well from the stalls we ran at our comp.  Remember – it all goes towards keeping your fees down.  One more thing – we’re trying to arrange for a bag-packing day at Asda soon – watch this space! 
LATE NEWS!  Toni has just secured another £500 sponsorship from Sports Acts – brilliant!

	Nottingham Competition - September

	After the success of last year’s competition, we were a bit concerned whether we’d be able to do as well organising this year’s final grading competition at Harvey Hadden.  It was very close to the school holidays, Toni was really busy, I got sent to the USA the week before, the trophies didn’t arrive, but somehow, with a horde of Friday night helpers, we managed to run what must have been the best comp of the year.  We put 31 Night Flyers into the competition and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.  The professional photos from the event were particularly good – check on the website if you haven’t bought yours yet!  Well done to Cameron, Mandie , Jasmin, Jade, Hannah, Niki, Bronwyn, Becky, Adam and Chris for their podium places.

	Night Flyers Online

	The website’s going well – we’ve now got the most comprehensive UK trampoline club index on the Internet, which is bringing in lots of visitors.  The hope is that they’ll use our online shop so we can get a bit of commission.  If you, your friends, relatives, employers etc. do any online shopping, please go through our site.  It costs you no more, but we get a cut!   The website has just had a bit of a facelift too – hope you like it.     Another online initiative (from Niki this time) is a NightFlyers group on Facebook.  It’s a great place to exchange news and info, but please be very cautious about how much personal information you put online.   (Although if you write it to CD and post it, I’m sure it’ll be just fine!)

	Fees

	Just a little moan!  Please can you all make an effort to get your fees paid on time?  It takes a lot of effort chasing everyone.  We’re more than happy to take standing orders by the way – just ask your coach for a form.  Next quarter’s fees are due on 1st December

	East Midlands Championships - November

	Many thanks to everyone who came along to help and to participate in the 2007 East Midlands Trampoline Championships.  The new venue (Braunstone Leisure Centre) proved to be a popular choice.  NightFlyers sent a small team along to the event, but we didn't come away empty-handed.  Niki got a 2nd place in the girls over 19, and both Cameron and Charlotte picked up 3rd place trophies in the U11 and U13 categories.  Victoria put in a solid pair of routines in the strongly contested U11 group and did well to finish half way up the rankings.  Lucy had a bit of a mishap on her set (full twist to feet chuck!) but then redeemed herself with a very tidy vol.  Meanwhile, our 'little squirts' (sorry, the ‘junior team’!) did a brilliant job landing the 2nd place team medal for the under 9s - despite Hollie's unplanned 1½ twist in her set!  Well done to everyone.

	Next Competition

	The next competition is on Sunday January 13th at Grimsby Leisure Centre.  Entry forms have just been sent out, so you should get yours through the post in the next couple of days.  Please get your entry forms back to Jane as soon as possible.

	Welcome

	Hi to the new members who have joined over the past few months.  From what I can remember, that’s Rachel, Courtney, Emily, Lydia, Stephen, Katherine, Hannah & Hollie.  Hope I haven’t missed anyone out!

	Cheerio

	Farewell to Jessica, who has moved to Northampton (I think they have a small club there she could try) and to Hannah who is off to University after many years as one of the Nightflyers core members – we’ll miss her!

	   Happy Bouncing         Chris
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