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	Another year underway and there’s lots happening already – 2 comps since the last newsletter, a new trampoline, a few new members, schools links and fundraising.  The thrills just go on and on eh?

	Ilkeston Closed Competition - November 

	Seems like ages ago now, but there were some good performances put in by the club at the divisional closed competition.  At an ‘age group only’ event, it’s all about getting a decent form mark, rather than positions and there were great efforts made with personal bests from a number of our team.  It also gave some of you the chance to see some much higher tariff (= scary) routines than we usually witness!

	Ilkeston Grading Competition - January 

	The first grading competition of the year was at Ilkeston.  We sent a team of 17 along and got some good results.  Special mentions for Hannah and Peter for winning their groups and to Alex for winning at her first ever trampoline event!  Check out the full results and photos on the website.

	Grades

	We use competition grades as a good measure of progress for our members.  In the 2½ years that I’ve known the club, it has moved on remarkably.  In 2002, we entered a team of 8 – mostly grade 6 with a few grade 5s.  Now we’ve got over 25 competitors, with 10 at grade 4 and the very real prospect of some of these moving up to grade 3 this year.  For a small club running 4 sessions a week and relying on ‘home grown’ talent, that’s a tremendous achievement and shows how hard you’ve all been working.  Keep it up!

	Competitions for 2005

	Competitions for the rest of this year are:
 


Worksop (10th April), Lincoln (5th June), Derby (2nd October) and Northampton (17th October)

	Coaches and Judges

	Emma is now part way through her coaching course.  We still need more volunteers for coaching & judging.

	Club Kit

	We’ve got some quotes for clothing with our logo embroidered on it, so as soon as the new catalogue is out, we’ll be asking you all what your preferences are.  There are tracksuits, fleeces, polo shirts, bags etc, so think about what you’d like so we can turn up to competitions looking like the professional team we are!

	Schools Competition

	As part of our GymMark activities, we’re linking up with Notts City schools to run a schools competition on Wednesday 25th May, 4.00pm-6.00pm.  This will help us raise the profile of the club and help our fundraising efforts too.  We’ll need some help!  If anyone can assist with marshalling, judging, recording etc. please let us know.  It’s a good chance to learn without the pressure of a ‘real’ grading competition.  During the competition, we’ll put on a display too – routines plus synchro – so make sure you’re there.  If anyone fancies running a tombola, raffle or something, let us know. If not, we’ll just pick on someone! 

	Equipment

	We’re starting to benefit from some new equipment now – new mat, ice packs, skipping ropes & training weights plus the use of a new 6x4 (Olympic-size!) trampoline.  Toni is now chasing down more funding as part of her course placement, so we hope to see a lot more soon!  We’re also hoping to get a further 2 second-hand 6mm trampolines.  Now we just need some more coaches.

	Fundraising

	We’re trying to get a new trampoline (like the one we’ve been using since Xmas), but that’s gonna need about £7000 by the time we’ve added on end decks and mats.  We’ve applied for a lottery grant to help towards this, but we’ll still need to raise a fair bit ourselves.  Toni’s organising a sponsored bounce soon – get lots of sponsors please!  The web shopping site brought in another £150 over Christmas, so keep using it!   Please let us have any other ideas for raising some cash without having to keep asking you all to dig into your own pockets.

	Annual General Meeting

	The AGM in December was very poorly attended.  Remember that the club doesn’t just run itself – we need your input and help or you’ll just have to live with our decisions!  Your kids put in 100% - those of you who don’t currently help out, please try to make the effort; it can be really rewarding.

	New Members

	Hello and welcome to Rachel (Wednesdays), Sian and Ben (Fridays)

	   See ya         Chris
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